ENGLISH LANGUAGE: MODULE 6

What you need to know & what you will need to be able to do …

This is a synoptic module, so it draws together themes from and topics covered throughout the course. You need to know about..

Language debates:

· Language acquisition and learning

· Thought and ideology (relationship between language and thought; language and social values)

· Language and interaction

· Language variation

· Language change

Notes

You already know about many of these topics. But notice the heading – language debates. You need to be confident in talking about arguments for and against issues, and able to look at different interpretations (eg for language acquisition: don’t just know the stages of development; know the arguments for/against the theories of Piaget, Skinner, Chomsky)

You need to be able to …

· Respond to data (eg transcriptions, statistics, written/spoken texts)

· Analyse and evaluate language in use

· Write in a range of forms (eg letters to an editor, articles, editorials, scripted radio programme)

Notes

This is where you demonstrate your skills in reading and responding to data, and in writing in different styles.

To prepare for this module …

· Internalise all the theory

· Practise responding to data

· Practise writing in lots of different forms
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